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ministrants in the underworld.    The    security'
problematic other world must rest indeed on certain
destruction of human and other living beings!
The affluence and majesty of the 12th Dynasty
is marked by the great temples its rulers built at Kamak,
Heliopolis, Bubastis, Koptos, and at Herakleopolis.
Colossal statues of kings adorned the fanes and served
for motifs for later monarchs to copy and emulate.
Senusert I was a great builder and he erected the first
splendid obelisks in Egypt. Greek historians have
waxed eloquent over the famous labyrinth at Hawara
which is but a funerary temple built by Amenemhat
III in front of his pyramid containing numerous halls
and corridors.
The epoch of the 12th Dynasty was noted parti-
cularly for its commercial expeditions. Caravans
by land and ships by sea ferrated land and sea alike In
search of commercial goods and barterablc commo-
dities. The east, south, west and north lay at the
doors of Egypt through her intrepid expeditionists
and sailors. No wonder that the land grew rich as
never before and there was ample wealth to be spent
on the splendour of buildings.
The dynasty also waged successful wars against
the Nubians and added power and glory to the memo-
rable line of rulers. Amenemhat Ill's reign marks
the culmination of the Middle Kingdom. Two
monarchs that followed him hardly deserve mention,/
They hastened the fortunes of the illustrious house
down the road to ruin. They passed power to the
rulers of the 13th Dynasty, hardly better than themse-
lves, who in the gathering gloom of thte approaching
misfortune submitted to the Hyksos and entered abyss.
The Hyksos Kings
Hyksos kings, whom the Egyptians called She-
pherd kings out of spite, were indeed Syrian Canaanites.